December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers

Re: Joint Message from Milton Keynes Secondary Schools — Zero Tolerance of Knife
Possession and the Importance of Vigilance

On behalf of all secondary schools in Milton Keynes, we are writing to reaffirm our
collective and urgent commitment to the safety and wellbeing of our pupils. As
Headteachers, we recognise the importance of working in close partnership with parents,
carers and the wider community to protect young people from the serious risks
associated with the carrying of knives or offensive weapons.

Context

Recent national data shows a concerning rise in knife-related incidents involving young
people. These statistics show that whilst the overwhelming majority of pupils do not
engage in this behaviour, the consequences when they do can be devastating for
individuals, families and communities.

Key findings from national organisations show:
e Over 3,200 offences involving a knife or offensive weapon were committed by
children under 18 in England and Wales in the year ending March 2024.
e Police in the UK recorded more than 51,000 knife or sharp instrument offences
in the same period — over 20% higher than a decade ago.
e Research indicates that around 4% of 13—-17-year-olds report having carried a
weapon in the past year, representing approximately 140,000 young people.

These figures highlight the importance of consistent vigilance and communication
between home and school.

What we are asking of you as Parents and Carers
To reinforce our shared goal of protecting each pupil, we ask you to support us by:

o Check bags and belongings regularly: Take a moment to look through your child’s
school bag, jacket pockets and personal items.

e Have open conversations: Talk with your child about the dangers, consequences
and misconceptions surrounding knife carrying.

e Reinforce school rules: Support the school’s right to implement behaviour,
safeguarding and discipline policies consistently.

e Encourage safe decision-making: Discuss staying with trusted friends, avoiding
risky situations and seeking help if they feel unsafe.

e Use the resources provided: Explore the guidance below to build awareness and
help recognise signs of vulnerability.
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Resources and Guidance

You may find the following sources helpful in understanding the issue and supporting
conversations at home:

e The Youth Justice Board’s Knife Crime Evidence & Insights Pack 2025 provides up-
to-date research and recommendations around children and knives. Knife Crime
Evidence and Insights Pack 2025 - Youth Justice Resource Hub

e The Ben Kinsella Trust publishes clear statistics and offers schools and parents
toolkits to enable conversations about knife crime. The Ben Kinsella Trust

e The Youth Endowment Fund’s surveys and reports highlight key factors linked to
youth weapon-carrying (including absence from education, victimisation, and
social media exposure) and can help parents and carers identify signs of
vulnerability. Behind the knife crime statistics: understanding children who carry
weapons | Youth Endowment Fund

Your school also has specific safeguarding contacts and local anti-violence partners—
please do reach out to your school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead if you have concerns.

Our Collective Commitment — Milton Keynes Inclusion Partnership (MKIP)

As part of the Milton Keynes Inclusion Partnership, secondary Headteachers remain fully
committed to ensuring that school environments are safe, secure and supportive for all

pupils.

In line with our shared policy, if a pupil brings a knife or offensive weapon into school with
the intention of causing fear or harm, Headteachers reserve the right to refer that pupil
to an off-site alternative provision. This measure is taken only when necessary to protect
the wider school community and to ensure the child involved receives appropriate
support in a controlled environment. This will not be a decision that is taken lightly.

We ask for your full support of this collective position and our shared responsibility to
keep every pupil and our whole school communities safe.

Final Thoughts

Working together, schools and families can safeguard our young people and reinforce the
clear message that weapons have no place in school or in the wider community. By
staying vigilant and supporting our young people in making positive choices, we

strengthen the protective safety net around our children.

Thank you for your partnership and commitment in this important matter.

Yours faithfully,

All Headteachers of the Milton Keynes Secondary Schools
Signed by Kathie Hughes, Partnership Officer, on behalf of the Milton Keynes Inclusion
Partnership (MKIP)
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https://yjresourcehub.uk/our-work/knifecrimeevidenceinsights_feb25/
https://yjresourcehub.uk/our-work/knifecrimeevidenceinsights_feb25/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/knife-crime-statistics/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/behind-the-knife-crime-statistics-understanding-children-who-carry-weapons/
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/behind-the-knife-crime-statistics-understanding-children-who-carry-weapons/

